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1 . REFTEL ARRIVED CONVENIENTLY JUST BEFORE MY MAY 4 APPOINTMENT 
WITH FONMIN UNDERSECRETARY AL-ALAWI. I HANDED HIM COPY OF CURRENT 
PRESS GUIDANCE ON MASIRAH (RECEIVED IN APRIL FROM NEA/ARP) AND 
SAID I WISHED ASK HIM, IN ABSENCE OF MINISTER ZAWAWI WITH WHOM I HAD 
DISCUSSED MASIRAH MARCH 26, WHETHER OMANGOV HAS ANY MESSAGE FOR ME 
TO CONVEY WHILE IN WASHINGTON. 

2. AL-ALAWI, CLAIMING HE WAS FULLY INFORMED OF HOW MASIRAH MATTERS 
STAND, REPLIED THAT WE WOULD SOON BE RECEIVING VIA FOREIGN MINISTRY 
A NOTE PREPARED IN MINISTRY OF DEFENSE RESPONDING TO MY MARCH 26 
APPROACH. SAID IT WOULD BE READY FOR US VERY SHORTLY AFTER ZAWAWI 
RETURNS TO OMAN MAY 12. HE STATED IT WOULD MAINLY DISCUSS THE 
LOGISTICAL OR SUPPORT REQUIREMENTS WITH REFERENCE TO THE LIST I 
HAD SUBMITTED MARCH 26. HE ADDED THAT THIS WEEK’S OMANI/BAC 

AIR DEFENSE COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS IN LONDON, IN WHICH VARIOUS 
CIVIL AND MILITARY OFFICIALS ARE ENGAGED INCLUDING SOAF 
COMMANDER BENNETT, PREVENTED AN EARLIER RESPONSE TO US. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 MUSCAT 00723 041042Z 

ALAWI VOLUNTEERED THAT ONE ASPECT TO BE COVERED IN THE NOTE 
WAS MATTER OF ESTABLISHING AIR-TO-GROUND COMMUNICATIONS LIAISON 
BETWEEN OUR MILITARY AIRCRAFT IN THE REGION AND SOAF AIRFIELD 

AT MASIRAH. 

3. 1 SAID I PLAN TO BE IN LONDON FROM MID-MORNING MAY 9 
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THROUGH MAY 10 EN ROUTE TO WASHINGTON AND ASKED IF 
MINISTER ZAWAWI MIGHT STILL BE THERE, IN WHICH CASE I WOULD 
WELCOME OPPORTUNITY TO PAY MY RESPECTS AND HEAR ANYTHING HE 
MIGHT WISH TO TELL ME PRIOR MY U.S. CONSULTATIONS. REPLYING, 

HE THOUGHT ZAWAWI PLANS DEPART LONDON SOMETIME MAY 9. HE 
VOLT TNTEF.R 1 1D SEND A SIGNAL TO OMAN EMBASSY THERE TO MENTION MY 
QUERY TO THE MINISTER. I GAVE HIM KINSOL VINO'S NAME AS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON OFFICER FOR POSSIBLE LIAISON. 

4. FOR KINSOLVING IN LONDON: PLEASE INQUIRE ABOUT ZAWAWI S 
PLANSFOR REMAINING LONDON, SEEKING TO ARRANGE FOR ME CALL 
ON HIM IF TIMING PERMITS AND IF THIS IS DESIRABLE AND POSSIBLE 
FROM HIS STANDPOINT. AM SCHEDULED ARRIVE HEATHROW MAY 9 ON 
GF 121 AT 0645 LONDON TIME, SO MEETING ANYTIME FROM MID-MORNING 
ON THAT DAY, OR MAY 10, POSSIBLE FOR ME. AS TO PURPOSE YOU MIGHT 
TAKE SAME LINE I DID WITH AL-ALAWI (PARA 3). 

5. COMMENT: AFRAID I STILL HAVE NO GOOD INSIGHT ON JUST HOW 
OMANIS INTEND TO PLAY THIS ONE, WHICH IS ALL THE MORE REASON 
TO ATTEMPT SEE ZAWAWI IN LONDON IF POSSIBLE. INCIDENTALLY, 
QUESTION OF C-130S HAS NOT BEEN RAISED WITH US RECENTLY OTHER 
THAN BY CORRESPONDENT JOE FITCHETT OF LONDON OBSERVER AND 
WASHINGTON POST. I WELCOME POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY SEE ASSTSEC 
ATHERTON MAY 10. 

WOLLE 
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